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MBTA Mechanics Fight Against Privatization 
Bus maintenance workers launch campaign opposing private vendors 

 
By Kyle Davi 

Freelance Reporter | Sept 20, 2017 

 
BOSTON —  After months of negotiations 

leading to no results, Massachusetts Bay 

Transit Authority union mechanics rolled out 

an advertisement-focused campaign on 

Monday, fighting against the solicitation of 

private companies to take over the operation 

of three bus maintenance garages. 

 

“As far as bus maintenance is concerned, Baker’s privatization scheme has gone from bad, to 

worse, to dangerous," said Business Agent for the Machinists Union Local 264 Boston, Mike 

Vertabedian. 

 

Gov. Charlie Baker has been a strong advocate for privatization, citing flexibility in the 

outsourcing of public jobs.  All five members of the MBTA’s Fiscal and Management Control 

Board, who ultimately decide the operational and financial direction of the T, were appointed by 

Gov. Baker.    

 

Sept. 20, 2017 – A commuter pays his fare for the CT2 Bus to Ruggles 
Station on the corner of Park and Beacon Street in Boston MA, 
Wednesday morning. This vehicle is one of approximately 1,000 buses 
that the MBTA operates throughout the city, and local union 
mechanics maintain. Photo by Kyle Davi. 
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“Please, don’t be influenced by an incentive.  Recognize the hard work, dedication, and skill of 

the people you have,” Vertabedian appealed to the MBTA board at a public hearing Monday. 

 

In March, the Fiscal and Management Control Board set a target of $26 million in annual savings 

to improve the efficiency of bus maintenance facilities.  Bids from private companies to operate 

the bus garages in Lynn, Quincy, and the Arborway area of Boston were subsequently requested.    

 

MBTA spokesman Joe Pesaturo explained the reasoning behind the budget cut request in a 

statement to the press. 

 

“The MBTA has replaced more than one-third of its fleet with 375 new buses, all of which are 

under warranty and require a lower level of maintenance, delivering an opportunity to explore 

significantly reshaping the maintenance program and reinvesting the savings in system-wide 

improvements,” said Pesaturo. 

 

The current operator of these three bus maintenance facilities, Machinists Union Local 264 

Boston, put forth their own package with $29 million in proposed savings. 

 

 “The machinist union has opened up the contract to try to provide a savings… and I don’t really 

get the point of why we’re not negotiating,” said Paul Dion, mechanic at the Lynn bus garage to 

the FMCB on Monday. 
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Dion started working at the Lynn garage three years ago to help support his daughter’s college 

fund.  While the Machinists Union is negotiating with the MBTA, Dion doesn’t believe it 

classifies as “real” negotiations.  To him and the machinist union, this solicitation of private 

companies is a troubling path for the Fiscal and Management Control Board to follow. 

 

“Work ethics go way down, and then you’re going to have to compromise the work, the safety, 

and everything else,” said Dion. 

 

In the new attack campaign, union workers are continuing 

this theme that privatization leads to lower standards.  

Union bus mechanics assert that they are the best in the 

country, stating that MBTA buses can run for 

approximately 18,000 miles before failure. 

 

“To this day bus maintenance never fails.  We exceed any and every goal put in front of us on a 

daily basis because we take pride in being the best in the country and we’ll continue to do so,” 

said Jim McCarthy, Recording Secretary for the Alliance of Unions. 

 

The launch of the campaign has also caught the attention of officials at the Massachusetts State 

House.  Sen. Kathleen O’Connor Ives, Chair of the Senate Committee on Post Audit and 

Oversight, is launching an examination of the solicitation of private bus maintenance companies 

by the MBTA. 

 

“We are the best 
in the county” 

- Jim McCarthy 
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"[The Committee] is holding a hearing in order to understand why the privatization of these three 

bus maintenance facilities is being considered at this juncture as a prudent and appropriate step 

to achieve cost efficiencies and service improvements,” Ives said in a statement Monday. 

 

The hearing is set to take place on Wednesday, October 4th at 3pm in Room 222 of the 

Massachusetts State House.  MBTA Fiscal Management and Control Board members, 

Machinists Union Local 264 Boston leaders, and elected officials have all been invited to attend. 

 


